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REMARKABLE

CELEBRATING

B I G S K Y E C O N O M I C D E V E L O P M E N T . O R G

B U S I N E S S  G R O W T H  S E R V I C E S  •  C O M M U N I T Y  D E V E L O P M E N T  •  N E W  B U S I N E S S  R E C R U I T M E N T



THE LOCAL PERSPECTIVE





TODAY=
$5.00





REGIONAL COMPARISON







RAPID CITY – 7.1%
MISSOULA – 6.4%
GREAT FALLS – 6.1%
FORT COLLINS – 5.9%
BILLINGS – 5.7%
BISMARCK – 3.9%
CHEYENNE – 3.7%
BOISE CITY – 0.47%
CASPER – (1%)

















36.8% MORE 
EXPENSIVE



WHAT MOTIVATES A MOVE & 
WHERE ARE PEOPLE MOVING 
FROM?





moveBuddha State to State 
Migration Report 2021-2022:
In 2021, Montana had the highest 
net inflow of moves per capita, 
with 73% of moves inbound. 

Billings was the #1 
destination with a 3.9 to 1 
inbound to outbound ratio.





SINGLE REGISTERED NURSE
COST OF L I V I NG A NA LYS I S

COMMUNITY MEAN WAGE PAY NEEDED IN 
BILLINGS

BILLINGS IS…

Cheyenne $80,100 75,114 - 81,458 6.2% Cheaper

Spokane $90,100 82,570 – 95,482 5.3% Cheaper

Los Angeles $113,100 59,415 – 79,036 47% Cheaper

Phoenix $81,400 68,785 – 73,863 14.1% Cheaper

Denver $79,300 55,261 – 64,254 26.9% Cheaper
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HOUSING IS OUR 
COMPETITIVE EDGE…



STAYING COMPETITIVE
HOW THE COOKI E  CRUMBLES  – NOT THE  WA Y OF THE  DO-S I -DOS

1. Develop a healthy housing pipeline 
• New construction permits in 2021 included over 

1,200 new dwelling units - 446 single family homes, 
141 townhome dwellings and 668 new apartments

• In early January MLS had 83 units online when there 
is typically 800-1,000

2. Creative housing tools/solutions
• Best practices from other communities
• Incenting private investment by leveraging public 

assets
• Exploring all available housing development tools

3. Through collaboration between public and private 
entities work to streamline processes





ALLISON 
CORBYN
D I R E C T O R  O F  N E W  B U S I N E S S  
R E C R U I T M E N T,  O U T R E A C H ,  &  E C O N O M I C  
D E V E L O P M E N T  P O L I C Y



T H E  M I S S I O N

BIG SKY

DEVELOPMENT
Focused on sustaining and growing our region’s vibrant economy and 
outstanding quality of life, Big Sky Economic Development provides 
leadership and resources for business creation, expansion, retention, new 
business recruitment and community development.
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