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SouthWest MT

• SouthWest MT includes Silver Bow and the 5 surrounding counties:
– Beaverhead, Deer Lodge, Jefferson, Madison, Powell, Silver Bow

SouthWest MT 

 14,567 sq. miles
 81,361 Population (2018)

 39,172 Employed (Nov19)
 1,425 Unemployed (Nov19)
 3.5% U.E. Rate (Nov19)

 7.7% of Total MT Population
 7.6% of Total MT Employed
 10.0% of Total MT sq. miles
 5.6 people/mile

 Silver Bow accounts for 43.0% 
of total SW MT population and 
ranks 8th of the 56 counties in 
terms of population



SouthWest MT – Quick Facts

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau



SouthWest MT – Population

2018 Census Estimated Population in SW MT = 81,361

• Growth in SW MT has lagged the overall 
statewide increase since 2010.

• Overall growth has accelerated over the 
past 3-years.  

• The 2018 increase in SW MT was faster 
than overall statewide average increase for 
first time in many years.



Median Age

2018 National Average Median Age = 38.1
– MT 11th Highest State at 39.9 years
– SW MT Median Age = 44.0 years



SouthWest Montana – Labor Force

Between 2018 and 2019 employment grew 1.4% or 533 workers in SW MT.  
Unemployment levels continue to fall. Tight Labor Market!



Income and Wages

• The Average Weekly 
Wage in SW MT was 
approximately $780 
as of Q2 2019.  This 
was 7% less than the 
overall statewide 
average of $843.

• MT’s average weekly 
wage was 15% below 
the U.S. average of 
$1,095.

• Silver Bow County 
ranks 22nd among 
MT’s 56 counties in 
terms of wages.

Average Weekly Wage



Cost of Living

• The towns in SW MT have a lower cost of living than the overall statewide and 
U.S. average driven in part by favorable home costs and housing.

• The cost of living in Silver Bow County is approximately 20% below the overall 
national average.

• In contrast, the cost of living in Bozeman is over 20% higher than the national 
average driven by home costs and housing.



Silver Bow County – Labor Force

Employment grew 1.5% in 2019.  Unemployment near historic lows.  
Labor force beginning to grow.  Tight labor market!



SW MT – Top Private Employers



Employment by Industry

Utilities, Mining, Health Care, 
Lodging/food services, 
Manufacturing stronger 
concentration in SBC



Outlook

• Recent positive impacts and job growth from the addition of First Call Resolution 
(+200), continued additions and expansion at MT Connections driven by Precision 
Products manufacturing, Old Dominion, Western States Asphalt, and others.  This 
area now has over 600 workers with expansion continuing.

• Growth in construction, manufacturing, professional services, transportation, self 
employed, and food services offset reductions in government, retail trade, and mining.

• Stability and continued investment from our major employers.
Outlook:  Continued Growth and Expansion

• Continued investment and stability from our major employers
• Continued growth and expansion at MT Connections, and attraction of retail trade
• Added construction with subdivision development, SW MT Veteran’s Home, Praxis
• Cost of Living makes area attractive – tight labor market makes hiring difficult
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