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OF BUSINESSES IN YELLOWSTONE COUNTY TOLD US THAT A LACK OF 
WORKFORCE IS INHIBITING THEIR GROWTH – FOR THE LAST YEARS IN A ROW.





PEER COMMUNITIES

BILLINGS

BISMARCK

BOISE

BOZEMAN

CASPER

CHEYENNE

FORT COLLINS

GREAT FALLS

MISSOULA

RAPID CITY



2018 GDP & YEAR OVER YEAR CHANGE





“THE BILLINGS ECONOMY IS SLOW 
AND STEADY WITH A DIVERSE 
ECONOMIC BASE”



BILLINGS GDP TREND
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EMPLOYMENT BY INDUSTRY



POPULATION GROWTH, 2008-2018



HOW VALUABLE IS YELLOWSTONE COUNTY?

19% 
OF MONTANA INDIVIDUAL 
INCOME TAX COMES FROM 
YELLOWSTONE COUNTY (2017)



“I CAN’T FIND WORKERS”



BW Work Slide





EMPLOYMENT BY AGE





“MILLENIALS, MILLENIALS, MILLENIALS”



LYNNETTE THE BOOMER…
1. CULTURAL AMENITIES

2. PARKS, OPEN SPACE, GOOD 
ROADS

3. TRANSPORTATION SUPPORT, 
EASY ACCESS TO SERVICES TO 
MAINTAIN INDEPENDENCE AS 
SHE AGES



ANNE THE MILLENIAL…

1. COMMUNITY AMENITIES, 
THINGS TO DO, CULTURAL, 
FOOD

2. PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION

3. AVAILABILITY OF EMPLOYMENT 
OPTIONS IN MY FIELD



MILLENIALS
BIRTH YEARS: 1981 – 1996   

CURRENT AGE: 24 - 39  

BOOMERS 
BIRTH YEARS: 1946 - 1964  

CURRENT AGE: 56 - 74



WE NEED A COMMUNITY THAT 
ATTRACTS ECONOMIC 
PRODUCERS…. AND WE NEED IT 
NOW



SO WHAT DO WE DO?





1. STEP UP TO FIND CREATIVE, BOLD, PUBLIC-
PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS

2. ENGAGE THE STATE IN PARTNERSHIP FOR 
REINVESTMENT IN URBAN ECONOMIC ENGINES

3. BE ENGAGED IN THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS 
BOTH GUBANATORIAL CANIDATES AND 
LEGISLATIVE CANIDATES




