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Our People:  Census Population and Demographics…
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Southwest MT Census Population

1900-1920
Grew on Avg 1% per year

Added 950/year

1920-1990
Fell on Avg 0.5% per year

Lost 420/year

1990-2010
Grew on Avg 0.4% per year

Added 284/year



Our People:  Census Population and Demographics…

POPULATION CHANGE 2000 ‐ 2010

% Change 2000‐10
12% ‐ 32%
2% ‐ 12%
Flat (+/‐ 2%)
Loss

MT Grew 9.7% -- 21st in Population Growth
Growth Centered in Western MT

39 of MT's 56 Counties either lost or had “flat” Population
between 2000 and 2010
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Our Jobs:  Labor Force, Employment, and Unemployment…

Pre‐Recession Unemployment Rates – October 2007
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Pre‐Recession October 
2007

48 of MT’s 56 counties 
had an unemployment 
rate of less than 4%

1 County greater than 6%

MT = 3.5%



Our Jobs:  Labor Force, Employment, and Unemployment…

Post‐Recession Unemployment Rates – October 2011
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Post‐Recession October 
2011

13 of MT’s 56 counties had 
an unemployment rate of 

less than 4%

23 Counties greater than 6%

MT = 7.6%

(Highest Oct since mid‐
1980’s)

Note:  Some of the faster growing areas hit 
hardest by the Great Recession

Number of Unemployed in MT increased by over 20,000
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SW MT Annual Average
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Our Earnings: Income and Wages…

SW MT and Silver Bow County Per Capita Income
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Our Earnings: Income and Wages…

Silver Bow County Average Annual Wages
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Outlook…

Slow Growth and Recovery Continues
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