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Key Considerations  

1.Workforce 
 

2.Strategic 
Community 
Investment 
 

3.Being 
Regionally 
Aware and 
Visionary 
 

 



LOCAL PERSPECTIVE 



Top Industry Needs 
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Value Added Food Products

Chemicals and Plastics

Data Centers & IT Service Providers

Agri-Business Support

Machinery & Equipment Manufacturing

Finance & Insurance

Warehousing, Transportation & Logistics

Upstream and Midstream Oil and Gas

Professional and Technical Services

Tourism, Entertainment, & Hospitality

Regional Headquarters and Back Office Operations

Retail

Construction

Healthcare & Health Supply Chain

Jobs created 
by 2020 

13,000 in Region 4 



ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT 
Billings is currently enjoying strong growth. 
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Labor Force Growth 
  



Labor Force Growth 
  



UNEMPLOYMENT RATES 
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Yellowstone State

3.5% 

5.6% 5.2% 

3.9% 

Source: US Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics 

Unemployment 
  



Vision: We will be the premier business-
driven workforce development hub by 2023. 



BillingsWorks 

• NEED: Hire 200+ 
conductors in MT 

• BillingsWorks 
created Work- 
Now Response 
Team 

• Working with 
BNSF to find 
candidates & 
training 
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Public Investment 



Public Investment 



Public Investment 



Public Investment 





Public Investment 

Unique 
Public-
Private 
Partnership 



Public Investment 



More plans ahead… 



Hospitality Corridor 



Rushmore Plaza Civic Center, Rapid City, SD 

Convention Center? 



Why are these 
investments so 
critical: 
 
1. Essential to workforce 

retention and 
attraction 

2. Stimulate private-
sector investment 
 



Private Investment 
• 5 new hotel/motel--$35.5 mil 
• Fed Ex—150,000 square-feet 
• Aspen Air– $7.0 mil 

investment to double capacity 
• Scheel’s, West Park Plaza and  

other retail  
• 360 Office Solutions 
• Underriner Motors 
• Rimrock Auto Group 
• “New Banks”—Western 

Security, Stockman, Big Horn 
Bank, First Interstate, 

• Investment in healthcare 
delivery system---key 
economic driver for our 
community 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Healthcare Investment 

$50 million+   
2013-2014  
Investment 



$140 million+ 
Commercial 
Development 
2013 



LOCAL PERSPECTIVE 



Remain:  
Regionally 
Aware  
& 
Visionary! 



ECONOMY 

State Economy 2012
Wyoming 1

North Dakota 2
Utah 7

South Dakota 12
Minnesota 16
Montana 18

Idaho 23
Colorado 33
Oregon 37

Washington 45

State Economy 2013
North Dakota 2
South Dakota 6

Colorado 7
Utah 10

Minnesota 10
Wyoming 15
Oregon 16

Montana 19
Washington 24

Idaho 31

CNBC Top Ranked States 

*Information provided by cnbc.com Americas Top States for Business  



State Cost of Business 
2012

South Dakota 3
Idaho 7

Montana 7
Wyoming 10

Utah 11
North Dakota 16

Oregon 23
Minnesota 25
Washington 37

Colorado 40

State Cost of Business 
2013

South Dakota 1
Montana 5

Idaho 7
Wyoming 9

North Dakota 12
Utah 21

Oregon 36
Colorado 37

Minnesota 39
Washington 44

CNBC Top Ranked States 

COST OF DOING 
BUSINESS 

*Information provided by cnbc.com Americas Top States for Business  



*Information provided by cnbc.com Americas Top States for Business  

Overall 
2012 
Ranking

State

2 Utah
5 North Dakota
7 South Dakota
8 Colorado

10 Wyoming
11 Minnesota
13 Idaho
18 Oregon
21 Washington
24 Montana

Overall 
2013 
Rank

State

1 South Dakota
3 North Dakota
5 Utah
7 Colorado
9 Wyoming

10 Idaho
15 Minnesota
17 Oregon
19 Montana
21 Washington

CNBC Top Ranked States 

OVERALL 



Pay attention… 

• Cost of doing business 
 
• Overall business 

climate—state policies 
 
• Support for existing 

small business and 
entrepreneurs 

 
• What our business 

community and others 
are telling us about 
doing business in 
Yellowstone County 



Our Target Industries 
Upstream & 

Midstream Oil 
& Gas 

Healthcare & 
Health Supply 

Chain 

Regional 
Headquarters 
& Back Offices 

Data Centers & 
IT 

Manufacturing 

Transportation 
& Logistics 





Our Target Industries 



Conclusion: Keys to 
continued economic 
success… 
 

Workforce 
 

Strategic 
Community 
Investment  
 

Remain regionally 
aware and 
visionary 



An opportunity… 

July 8-10, Crowne Plaza 



LOCAL PERSPECTIVE 

View this presentation online 
www.bigskyeconomicdevelopment.org 
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