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Butte
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Presented by NorthWestern Energy and the University of Montana 
Bureau of Business and Economic Research

About the Bureau of Business and Economic Research
The Bureau of Business and Economic Research is the main 
research unit of the School of Business Administration at the 
University of Montana. Established in 1948, its mission is 
to inform Montanans about the economic climate in which 
they live and work. In addition to conducting its Economic 
Outlook Seminars across the state in the beginning of each 
year, BBER researchers are engaged in a wide range of 
applied research projects that deal with different aspects 
of the state economy, including survey research, economic 
analysis, health care research, forecasting, wood products 
research and energy research.

Dates and Locations
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Missoula
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Missoula
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Minneapolis 
Helena

Matthew Jones
BNSF Railway 
Bozeman

Sue Larew 
First Insterstate Bank 
Missoula

Meg O’Leary
Montana Department of 
Commerce 
Helena

Tom Richmond
Montana State Representative 
Billings

Tim Robertson
Century Companies, Inc. 
Lewiston



7:45 - 8:00 Coffee & Registration

8:00 - 8:15 Page 2 Introduction and Overview
Patrick Barkey, director, UM BBER

8:15 - 8:45 Page 3 U.S. and Montana Outlooks
Patrick Barkey, director, UM BBER

8:45 - 9:05 Page 10 Local Outlook | Page 10
Paul E. Polzin, director emeritus, UM BBER

9:05 - 9:25 Page 17 Health Care
Bryce Ward, director, Health Care, UM BBER

9:25 - 9:35 Coffee Break

9:35 - 9:55 Page 21 Nonresident Travel
Norma Nickerson, director, UM Institute for Tourism and Recreation Research

9:55 - 10:15 Page 25 Agriculture
George Haynes, professor and agricultural specialist, MSU-Bozeman

10:15 - 10:35 Page 31 Manufacturing and Forest Products
Todd Morgan, director, Forest Industry Research, UM BBER

10:35 - 10:45 Coffee Break
10:45 - 11:05 Page 43 Real Estate

Kyle Morrill, director, Forecasting and Senior economist, UM BBER
11:05 - 11:25 Page 54 Energy

Terry Johnson, director, Natural Resource and Energy Research, UM BBER
11:25 - 11:40 Local Expert Report
11:40 - 11:50 Wrap-up and Summary

Patrick Barkey, director, UM BBER

11:50 - Noon Break

Noon - 12:50 Introduction of Keynote
Bob Rowe, CEO, NorthWestern Energy

Page 59 Luncheon Keynote
Doug Young, professor emeritus, MSU-Bozeman

12:50 Closing Remarks
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Bureau of Business and Economic Research 
Gallagher Business Building, Suite 231 

32 Campus Drive 
Missoula, MT 59812-6840

www.bber.umt.edu
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