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SouthWest MT

• SouthWest MT includes Silver Bow and the 5 surrounding counties:
– Beaverhead; Deer Lodge; Jefferson, Madison, Powell, Silver Bow

SouthWest MT 

 14,567 sq. miles
 80,003 Population (2017)

 38,165 employed (Nov18)
 1,476 Unemployed (Nov18)
 3.7% U.E. Rate (Nov18)

 7.6% of Total MT Population
 7.5% of Total MT Employed
 10.0% of Total MT sq. miles
 5.5 people/mile

 Silver Bow accounts for 43.3% 
of total SW MT population and 
ranks 8th of the 56 counties in 
terms of population



SouthWest MT – Quick Facts

Source:  U.S. Census Bureau



SouthWest MT – Population

• 2017 Census Estimated Population in SW MT = 80,003



SouthWest MT – Demographics

• SW MT added 2,698 people between 2000 and 2017

Reduction in 
population 18 years 
and under, offset by 
an increase in the 

population over age 
65



Median Age

2017 National Average Median Age = 38.0
– MT 11th Highest State at 39.8 years
– SW MT Median Age = 44.3 years



SouthWest Montana – Labor Force

Employment remains relatively flat.  Unemployment Rates 
nearing all-time lows.  Tight Labor Market!



Silver Bow County – Labor Force

Employment remains relatively flat.  Unemployment Rates 
low.  Labor Force declining.  Tight Labor Market!



SW MT – Top Private Employers

New call center to set up in Butte Plaza Mall, employ 
350 people – FCR – New Top Employer



Employment by Industry

Top 10 Industries 
employ over 80% of 
Silver Bow County 

workers.  Health Care, 
Retail, Utilities 

significantly higher 
percentage.

Those same 10 
industries employ less 
than 70% in U.S. and 

73% in MT.

Lower Manufacturing, 
Construction, 

Education, and other.



Misery Index

National, State, 
and Local At 
Historic Low 

Levels

The misery index helps determine how the average citizen is 
doing economically and it is calculated by simply adding the 

annual inflation rate to the unemployment rate. 



Income and Wages

In 2017, Silver 
Bow had a per 
capita personal 
income (PCPI) of 
$47,943. This 
PCPI ranked 7th 
in the state and 
was 106 percent 
of the state 
average, $45,385, 
and 93 percent of 
the national 
average,$51,640.

Silver Bow has a higher contribution to income 
from government transfer payments (social 
security, U.E. Insurance, Medical Benefits..)



Outlook

• Silver Bow County and SouthWest Montana has remained relatively flat in terms of 
population and employment and aging population continues.  Some growth ahead.

• Strong major employers and diversification has helped offset losses in retail trade, 
federal and state government, and mining industry.

• Tight labor market in MT, SW MT presents employer concerns.  State budgets and 
funding provide concerns.

• Added FCR call center in 2019 with tight labor market should bring some new workers 
to SW MT and Silver Bow County.  Creates some derivative jobs.  Crypto Watt, MT 
Precision Products, Praxis Center potential, Malt Plant, MT Tech restructuring, stable 
major employers short-term…


