


2018 Economic Pulse Report:

• Economic Data 

• Community Investments



Slow and steady doesn’t win the race anymore!

Too slow?









GDP, Millions of 2017 Dollars
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Population Growth, 2007-2016



Employment by Industry



Employment by Age Group



Educational Attainment, Ages 25-64
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Cost of Living, 2016



Housing Affordability



Guess what our sloth is drawing?



Steve, what’s 
your problem, 
man?



Steve, what’s the problem?
• We’re a large economic hub—3rd largest

• We’re growing at a steady pace—1.4% GDP growth

• Our population is growing…nice and steady—1.25%

• Jobs are plentiful and wages are growing

Slow and steady is good!?



Here’s the problem:

The race has changed!



What’s changing the race?

• Business cycle has accelerated



What’s changing the race?

• Business cycle has accelerated

• Real $$$ behind changing the economic landscape



$12.7 Million from the 
Wyoming Business Council

$2 Million dollar investment 
from Sheridan County

80+ JobsENDOW: “Economically 
Needed Diversity Options 

for Wyoming”

$35 million investment

In the race and 
willing to invest $$$



What’s changing the race?

• Business cycle has accelerated

• Real $$$ behind business attraction/expansion

• Sweet spot for millennial decision making is here



“And they’re going to make all those 
decisions in the next few years—by 
the time they’re 35.”

The race for the next 
generation of talent is 
a sprint…



What’s changing the race?

• Business cycle has accelerated

• Real $$$ behind business attraction/expansion

• Sweet spot for millennial decision making is here

• Communities making significant investments





Peer Community Investments



Peer Community Investments



Peer Community Investments



Peer Community Investments



Peer Community Investments



Peer Community Investments



Peer Community Investments



Peer Community Investments







The race has changed!

1. Business cycle has accelerated

2. Real $$$ behind business attraction/expansion

3. Sweet spot for millennial decision making is here

4. Communities making significant investments



Things we must do – YESTERDAY:



Key Projects for the Future of Billings



Key Projects for the Future of Billings

Wish List:

Action!



It’s a whole new race…

tighten up your speed skates!



Ready, set,…

Gooooo!



You went 
over your 
time, 
again!

Steve, stop!




