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“Obsolete…”
“Rust Belt…”

“Declining…”

“The Big Whooshing Sound…”

Manufacturing is…
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Manufacturing GDP per Worker, 
Constant 2009 Dollars
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Sources: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. Bureau of Business and Economic Research, University of Montana.



Manufacturing Employment, U.S. 
and Montana, 2009 and 2015

2009 2015 Percent Change

U.S. Manufacturing 12,489,200 13,091,200 4.8

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. Bureau of Business and Economic Research, University of Montana.
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U.S. Manufacturing 12,489,200 13,091,200 4.8

Montana 
Manufacturing 21,220 24,413 15.0

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. Bureau of Business and Economic Research, University of Montana.



Manufacturing Employment, U.S. 
and Montana, 2009 and 2015

2009 2015 Percent Change

U.S. Manufacturing 12,489,200 13,091,200 4.8

Montana 
Manufacturing 21,220 24,413 15.0

Wood and 
Paper Products 4,041 3,337 ‐17.4

All Other 
Manufacturing 17,179 21,076 22.7

Sources: U.S. Bureau of Economic Analysis. Bureau of Business and Economic Research, University of Montana.



Worker Earnings in Basic Industries
Montana, 2013‐2015
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Manufacturing Establishments 
By Employment Size, Montana 2014

Employment Number of Establishments Percent

Total 1,251 100

1 to 4 643 51.4

5 to 9 237 18.9

10 to 19 181 14.5

20 to 49 111 8.9

50 to 99 41 3.3

100 to 249 32 2.6

250 to 499 6 0.5

500 to 999 0 0.0

1,000 or more 0 0.0



Earnings per Worker, Montana
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Durable goods manufacturing
Wood product manufacturing
Nonmetallic mineral product manufacturing
Primary metal manufacturing
Fabricated metal product manufacturing
Machinery manufacturing
Computer and electronic product manufacturing
Electrical equipment, appliance, 
and component manufacturing
Motor vehicles, bodies and trailers, 
and parts manufacturing
Other transportation equipment manufacturing
Furniture and related product manufacturing
Miscellaneous manufacturing

Nondurable goods manufacturing
Food manufacturing
Beverage and tobacco product manufacturing
Textile mills
Textile product mills
Apparel manufacturing
Leather and allied product manufacturing
Paper manufacturing
Printing and related support activities
Petroleum and coal products manufacturing
Chemical manufacturing
Plastics and rubber products manufacturing

ManufacturingManufacturing



Manufacturing
Rank Order of Manufacturing
Industries, Employment

Rank Montana U.S.

1 Wood Products Food Products



Manufacturing
Rank Order of Manufacturing
Industries, Employment

Rank Montana U.S.

1 Wood Products Food Products

2 Food Products Fabricated Metal Products



Manufacturing
Rank Order of Manufacturing
Industries, Employment

Rank Montana U.S.

1 Wood Products Food Products

2 Food Products Fabricated Metal Products

3 Fabricated Metal Products Machinery Manufacturing



Manufacturing
Rank Order of Manufacturing
Industries, Employment

Rank Montana U.S.

1 Wood Products Food Products

2 Food Products Fabricated Metal Products

3 Fabricated Metal Products Machinery Manufacturing

4 Miscellanous Manufacturing Computers and Electronics.

























Montana
Manufacturers’
Outlook



Montana Manufacturers’
Outlook for 2017

Employment Change Overall Outlook
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Montana Manufacturers 
Expecting Better, 2017
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Montana’s 
High‐Tech 
Industries
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Biotechnology

Financial…

Nanotechnology

Energy/Extractive…

Data Analytics

Funding/Angel…

Aerospace/Automotive/…

Manufacturing

Engineering

Telecommunications

Other (please specify…

Software/SaaS
High‐Tech Business Types



High Tech Business Alliance Memberrs



Number of members doubled from 2014 to 2015

Surveyed businesses generated $867,000,000 in gross sales in 
2015

Surveyed businesses employed 3,574 workers in 2015

Surveyed businesses expected a 19.4 employment growth rate 
in 2016

Surveyed businesses reported average worker wages of $65,126, 
well above statewide average of  $39,372.

Surveyed businesses very bullish about future capital 
investment plans in Montana

Montana High Tech Alliance Facts



Questions?


