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Montana Manufacturing 
Industry 2008

• Relatively good 1st half of year.

• Few firms curtailed production.

• Few firms had worker shortages.

• Most said sales were same or 
increased from 2007.

• Few declines outside of forest 
products industry.



Montana & U.S. Manufacturing Montana & U.S. Manufacturing 
Employment 1990Employment 1990--20082008
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Montana ManufacturingMontana Manufacturing
2007 Labor Income Distribution2007 Labor Income Distribution
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Lewis & Clark County ManufacturingLewis & Clark County Manufacturing
Estimated 2008 Labor Income Distribution
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Cascade County ManufacturingCascade County Manufacturing
Estimated 2008 Labor Income Distribution
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Missoula County ManufacturingMissoula County Manufacturing
Estimated 2008 Labor Income Distribution
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Yellowstone County ManufacturingYellowstone County Manufacturing
Estimated 2008 Labor Income Distribution
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Gallatin County ManufacturingGallatin County Manufacturing
Estimated 2008 Labor Income Distribution
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Silver Bow County ManufacturingSilver Bow County Manufacturing
Estimated 2008 Labor Income Distribution
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Flathead County ManufacturingFlathead County Manufacturing
Estimated 2008 Labor Income Distribution

Total Labor Income:
$201 million

Total Employment:
4,200
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20082008--2009 Montana 2009 Montana 
Manufacturers SurveyManufacturers Survey

– annual survey
– conducted in Nov/Dec
– open-ended & multi-

choice questions
– current & coming year
– 216 firms contacted
– response rate 75%



Housing Starts vs. Timber HarvestHousing Starts vs. Timber Harvest
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Outlook for the Coming YearOutlook for the Coming Year
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Montana Forest Products 
Forecast

• 2009 will be worse than past 
three years

• More closures & curtailments

• Lumber production down 10-20%

• Employment down 15-25%

• Timber harvest down, likely 
lowest volume since WWII 
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Lewis & Clark County Lewis & Clark County 
Manufacturing Outlook for 2009Manufacturing Outlook for 2009
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Cascade County Manufacturing Cascade County Manufacturing 
Outlook for 2009Outlook for 2009
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Missoula County Manufacturing Missoula County Manufacturing 
Outlook for 2009Outlook for 2009
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Yellowstone County Yellowstone County 
Manufacturing Outlook for 2009Manufacturing Outlook for 2009
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Gallatin County Manufacturing Gallatin County Manufacturing 
Outlook for 2009Outlook for 2009
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Silver Bow County Manufacturing Silver Bow County Manufacturing 
Outlook for 2009Outlook for 2009
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Flathead County Manufacturing Flathead County Manufacturing 
Outlook for 2009Outlook for 2009
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Montana Manufacturing Montana Manufacturing 
Forecast for 2009 Forecast for 2009 

• Expectation of substantial 
declines

• Loss of 1,000 to 2,000 jobs

• Lower production, profits, 
sales & capital expenditures

• Recovery in 2010 ?


